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English Firsthand Series Placement Test 
 

Part 1 Listening  20 items 
Part 2 Vocabulary  20 items 
Part 3 Grammar  20 items 
Part 4 Reading  20 items 

 
Part 1.  Listening.   
Listen to each conversation.  Then answer the questions.  Circle a, b, c, or d.  
 
Conversation 1  
1. Where is Patrick from?  

a) England  
b) the U.S.  
c) Canada 
d) New Zealand  
   

2. What sport does Patrick play? 
a) tennis    
b) soccer  
c) baseball  
d) swimming 

  
Conversation 2  
3. What does Yuki do on Friday nights? 

a) She watches movies.   
b) She relaxes.  
c) She hangs out with friends.  
d) She has dinner with friends. 
 
 

4.  What does Yuki on Saturdays?  
a) She sleeps late.   
b) She goes shopping.  
c) She hangs out with friends. 
d) She surfs the internet.  
   

 

Conversation 3  
5. When did the woman go shopping?   

a) Saturday morning 
b) Saturday afternoon  
c) Sunday morning  
d) Sunday afternoon 

   
6. Where did the woman go shopping? 

a) the mall 
b) a department store 
c) downtown 
d) near her house 

 
Conversation 4  
7. When is the woman going to the movies? 

a) tomorrow night 
b) tomorrow afternoon 
c) tonight 
d) on Saturday 

  
8.  What time does the movie start? 

a) at 7:00 
b) at 7:30 
c) at 8:30 
d) at 9:00 
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Conversation 5  
9. What does Jessica eat? 

a) a lot of fruit 
b) a lot of chocolate 
c) a lot of vegetables 
d) a lot of fish 

  
10.  What does Jessica do for exercise? 

a) She does yoga. 
b) She goes to the gym. 
c) She walks. 
d) She runs. 

 
Conversation 6  
11. What does the woman do? 

a) She’s a student. 
b) She teaches at the university. 
c) She works for a car company. 
d) She’s a homemaker. 

  
12.  What does the man do? 

a) He’s an English teacher. 
b) He studies Spanish. 
c) He’s a translator. 
d) He’s an office worker. 

 
Conversation 7  
13. What does the man do? 

a) He’s a teacher. 
b) He’s a waiter. 
c) He’s an office worker. 
d) He’s a mechanic. 

  
14. What does the man do after work? 

a) He goes home. 
b) He hangs out with his friends. 
c) He goes jogging. 
d) He surfs the internet. 

Conversation 8  
15.  What is Peter and Jan’s relationship? 

a) friends 
b) classmates 
c) customer and clerk  
d) co-workers 

  
16.  Why is today a special day for Jan? 

a) It’s her first day on the job. 
b) She’s a new student at school. 
c) It’s her birthday. 
d) She is going on vacation. 

  
Conversation 9  
17. How does the man feel? 

a) frustrated 
b) scared 
c) worried 
d) depressed 

 
18.  What is the man going to do? 

a) talk to his classmates 
b) talk to his teacher 
c) quit school 
d) take a different class 

 
Conversation 10  
19. Why did Yeong Sun live abroad? 

a) She wanted to study a foreign 
language. 

b) She studied business. 
c) She worked at a hotel. 
d) She moved with her family. 

 

20.   What surprised Yeong Sun? 
a) the large apartments 
b) the spicy food 
c) meal times 
d) her friends 



English Firsthand Series   Placement Test page - 3 -  

English Firsthand series   Placement Test page - 3 - 

Part 2. Vocabulary.  Read each sentence.  Choose the best word or phrase to 
complete each sentence.  Circle a, b, c, or d.  
 
1.  This sweater only ______________ 
$25! I’ll take it. 

a) buys 
b) shops 
c) sells 
d) costs 

  
2.  This designer skirt is not cheap! It’s 
very ____________. I don’t have 
enough money for it. 

a) expensive 
b) great 
c) solid 
d) bright 

  
3.  We _____________ volleyball at the 
beach all day yesterday. It was really 
fun! 

a) gave 
b) looked 
c) went 
d) played 

  
4.  Max _____________ his brother in 
Bangkok last month. He’s an English 
teacher there. 

a) worked 
b) visited 
c) played 
d) went 

  
5.  David is ___________ right now. I 
don’t want to wake him up. 

a) sleeping 
b) swimming 
c) listening 
d) making 

  
6. Niwat loves being in the water. His 
favorite sport is _______________. 

a) swimming 
b) soccer 
c) basketball 
d) tennis 

  
7.  Chung Min loves outdoor sports. In 
winter, she goes ________________ in 
the mountains every weekend. 

a) boxing 
b) bowling 
c) snowboarding 
d) lifting 

  
8.  They went shopping yesterday and 
_______________ some new clothes. 

a) spent 
b) bought 
c) watched 
d) gave 

  
9.  After she visited her grandparents, 
Maki ______________ very happy. 

a) made 
b) took 
c) felt 
d) saw 

  
10.  Adam went ____________ climbing 
in New Zealand last summer. He loves 
outdoor sports. 

a) bungee 
b) long 
c) horror 
d) rock 



English Firsthand Series   Placement Test page - 4 -  

English Firsthand series   Placement Test page - 4 - 

11.  Chris is studying to be a  
______________. His dream is to write 
for a travel magazine. 

a) scientist 
b) journalist 
c) doctor 
d) politician 

  
12.  Man-yi studied in London last 
summer. She worked hard and 
_____________ a great time. 

a) took 
b) felt 
c) got 
d) had 

  
13. Yuriko’s friends had a birthday party 
for her. She didn’t know about it. She 
was very ________________ when she 
saw everyone. 

a) unusual 
b) relaxed 
c) surprised 
d) ashamed 

  
14. Keeyong was very upset when he 
______________ the test. He studied 
hard for it. 

a) passed 
b) gave 
c) failed 
d) cared 

  
15. Maria just moved to Los Angeles. 
She doesn’t have any friends or family 
there. She is very __________________. 

a) lonely 
b) surprised 
c) wonderful 
d) jealous 

16. Jack’s boss is going to 
____________ him to Sydney. He starts 
his new job there next month. 

a) visit 
b) transfer 
c) try 
d) save 

  
17. Mei has been _____________ all 
week. She heard some bad news from 
her family.  

a) delighted 
b) down 
c) important 
d) satisfied 

  
18.  I have tickets to a concert this 
Friday night. I’m really 
______________ forward to it. 

a) wanting 
b) looking 
c) caring 
d) seeing 

  
19.  Pat likes his job, but the pay is 
_____________. He might look for a 
new one that pays more. 

a) personal 
b) wonderful 
c) dangerous 
d) lousy 

  
 
20. Carlos is taking English classes right 
now. _____________, he wants to live 
in an English-speaking country. 

a) Otherwise 
b) Evenly 
c) Never 
d) Eventually 
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Part 3. Grammar.   Read each short conversation  Then choose the best phrase to 
complete the conversation.  Circle a, b, c, or d.  
 
1. 
A: What’s your name? 
B: I’m __________. 

a) Alan Brand 
b) the Alan Brand 
c) name is Alan Brand 
d) name Alan Brand 

 
2. 
A: Where are you from? 
B: I’m ____________. 

a) Chicago 
b) to Chicago 
c) of Chicago 
d) from Chicago  

 
3.  
A:  How old are you ? 
B:   ______________. 

a) I’m 28 
b) I have 28 
c) 28 years 
d) 28 old 

 
4. 
A: Are you a student? 
B:  No, ___________.  I’m an engineer. 

a) not 
b) am not 
c) I’m not 
d) I don’t 

  
 
 
 

5. 
A: What ______________ in your free 
time? 
B: I play tennis. 

a) do you 
b) do 
c) do you do 
d) you do 

  

6. 
A: I’m going to get an interesting job 
when I graduate. 
B: What do __________________ do? 

a) you want 
b) you want to 
c) want to 
d) wanting to 

  

7. 
A: What _______________? 
B: I’m having a problem with my 
computer. 
 

a) matter  
b) is the matter 
c) is matters 
d) the matter 

  

8. 
A: Where do you work? 
B: I work _______________. 

a) law firm 
b) at a law firm 
c) to a law firm 
d) from a law firm 
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9. 
A: Do you ever go dancing on 
weekends? 
B: No, I _______________. 

a) am not go 
b) go never 
c) never do  
d) never  

 
10. 
A: How _______________ eat 
breakfast? 
B: Almost every day. 

a) often do you 
b) often you 
c) often do 
d) you 

  
11. 
A: What time do you usually 
_______________? 
B: Around 11:00 pm. 

a) going to bed 
b) to go to bed 
c) bed 
d) go to bed 

  
12. 
A: Do you watch TV in the evening? 
B: No, _______________. I usually 
read. 

a) I am not 
b) I don’t 
c) don’t 
d) I don’t watch 

 
 
 
 
  

13. 
A: Did you hear about Darci? 
B: Yes. She _______________ move to 
New Zealand! How exciting! 

a) go to 
b) is going to 
c) is going 
d) going to 

  
14. 
A: What are you doing on Friday night? 
B: I ______________ on Friday night. 

a) work always 
b) always work 
c) always 
d) always working 

  
15. 
A: Did I ever tell you _____________ 
Australia? 
B: No. When did you go? 

a) my trip at 
b) about my trip to 
c) about my trip 
d) my trip to 

  
16. 
A: I __________________ when my 
boyfriend broke up with me. 
B: You must feel awful.  

a) depress 
b) was depressing 
c) depressing 
d) was depressed 
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17. 
A: I just got an email from my sister. 
B: What ________________? 

a) it said 
b) did it say 
c) it says 
d) did say 

  
18. 
A: My sister is getting married. 
B: You must ________________! 

a) excite 
b) exciting 
c) to excite 
d) be excited 

  

19. 
A: You _____________________. 
B: I am. I got a bad grade on an exam, 
but I studied really hard for it! 

a) look disappointed 
b) looks disappoint 
c) looking disappointed 
d) looks disappointed 

20. 
A: My cat died yesterday. 
B: I’m __________________.  

a) sorry that 
b) sorry hear 
c) sorry to hear that 
d) hear that 
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Part 4:  Reading 
 

A.  
Read about James and Young Ho.  Then answer the questions.  
Circle a, b , c or d. 

 
My name is James Garcia. I’m 23 years old. I live in New York City and attend a 

local art college.  I was born here, too. Last September I met a Korean student 

named Young Ho in one of my art classes. We get along really well.  We’re both 

fourth year students. We both love painting. Young Ho and I often go to 

museums in New York on weekends.   Sometimes, we also go to music clubs. I 

love Salsa music, and I’m teaching Young Ho about different kinds of American 

music. Now Young Ho loves it, too.    

 
1.  What does James do? 

a) He’s a musician.   
b) He’s a student.   
c) He’s a dancer.   
d) He’s an art teacher.  

 
2.   How did James meet Young Ho? 

a) They met at a museum.  
b) They met at the college.   
c) They met at a music club.       
d) They met in Korea. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Where is James from? 

a) He’s from Korea. 
b) He’s from New York City. 
c) He’s from a small city in the U.S. 
d) He doesn’t give this information.  

 
4.  Is Young Ho a first year student? 

a) Yes, he is. 
b) No, he’s a second year student. 
c) No, he’s a third year student. 
d) No, he’s a fourth year student. 

 
5.  What do James and Young Ho like to 
do? 

a) They like to go to museums. 
b) They like to go to music clubs. 
c) They like to paint. 
d) All of the above (a, b, and c).  
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B.  Read about Lauren. Then answer the questions. Circle a, b , c or d. 

 
I woke up thirty minutes late this morning. Usually, I wake up at 6:30, but today I slept 

until 7:00.  I ran to catch my bus, but it drove away before I could get on. I waited twenty 

minutes for the next bus. Finally, I arrived at  9:30.  I was one hour late for work. I 

missed an important meeting with my boss, and she was a little upset with me. At lunch I 

spilled a bowl of soup on my new white pants. Ouch!  In the afternoon, I had computer 

troubles, so I couldn’t leave work until 8:00.    When I got home, I realized that I didn’t 

have my keys, and my roommate wasn’t home.  I had to wait for her until 11:00.  What a 

day!  Everything went wrong.   

 
6.  When did Lauren wake up this morning? 

a) 6:00    
b) 6:30    
c) 7:00     
d) 7:30  
 

7. When did she get to work? 
a) 7:00    
b) 8:00    
c) 9:30    
d) 1:00  

 
8. What did she spill at lunch? 

a) her coffee    
b) her soup   
c) her salad   
d) her soft drink  

 
9. What did Lauren forget? 

a) her address   
b) her keys   
c) her roommate’s phone number      
d) her computer 

 
10.How does Lauren describe her day? 

a) It was a great day.   
b) It was a difficult day.       
c) It was an exciting day.     
d) It was a fun day.   
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C.   Read about Ananda and her family.  Then answer the questions.   
Circle a, b, c, or d.  
 
I spend a lot of time with my family. Our house is a very busy place. I live with my 

grandparents, my mother, my father, my older brother and my younger sister. I love to 

cook with my grandmother. She makes the best food and she’s a great teacher! She 

makes really healthy food, too. She wants everyone in the family to be healthy and 

happy! Usually everyone comes home for dinner. This is the time for our family to be 

together. We spend hours at the dinner table talking and laughing. Well, sometimes I 

argue with my brother. He’s studying to be a lawyer. He thinks he’s always right!  

 
11. How many people live in Ananda’s house? 

a) 3   
b) 4   
c) 5    
d) 7 

 
12.  When does Ananda’s family spend time together? 

a) on weekends 
b) at dinner time 
c) in the morning  
d) during vacations 

 
13.  Who does Ananda enjoy cooking with? 

a) by herself  
b) her sister 
c) her mother 
d) her grandmother 

 
14.  What is her brother going to be? 

a) a doctor 
b) a teacher 
c) a lawyer 
d) a cook 

 
15.  Who does Ananda argue with sometimes? 

a) her sister 
b) her brother 
c) her mother 
d) her father  
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D.   Read the passage about Walt Disney.  Then asnwer the qeustions.   
Circle a, b, c, or d.  
 
Walt Disney was born in 1901. His father was a businessman. His family moved around a 

lot for his father’s work. In school, Disney didn’t get good grades. Why did he have a 

problem at school? He helped his father at work. He woke up at 3:00 a.m. to deliver 

newspapers. He was tired at school. He often fell asleep in class. He also had reading 

problems. But Disney was not stupid. He loved drawing. As a child, he was very good at 

it. Later he started drawing cartoons in a newspaper. Finally, he became famous for his 

animated films. He died in 1966 a few years before Disney World opened in Orlando, 

Florida. 

 

16. . What did Walt Disney’s father do? 
a) He was a businessman.   
b) He was a film maker.  
c) He was an artist.   
d) He was a teacher. 

 
17. Why did Disney fall asleep at school? 

a) He was reading the newspaper. 
b) He stayed up all night drawing.  
c) He was bored.  
d) He helped his father at work. 

 
18. When did Disney start drawing? 

a) when he was a child 
b) when he was in high school  
c) When he was in college.  
d) When he graduated from college. 

 
19. What made him famous? 

a) his newspaper cartoons   
b) his films   
c) his drawings  
d) DisneyLand 

 
20.  How old was he when he died? 

a) 60 
b) 61 
c) 65  
d) 66 


